
13,000- 9, 000 BC, Native
American Inhabitants

The Paleo-Indian Period is the era from the
end of the last Ice Age to about 9,000 years
ago (7000 BC), during which the first people
migrated to North and South America.
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1550, Native American
Inhabitants

Before the arrival of the first permanent
European settlers, more than one hundred

thousand (100,000) Native Americans were
living in present-day North Carolina.

Four ethnic groups (mostly Catawba and
smaller groups of Sugaree, Waxhaw, and

Wateree) were the primary inhabitants of the
Piedmont region where Charlotte is currently

centered.

North Carolina

1910, Population
City population: 34,014; County: 67,031. (In

1910 Charlotte became the largest city in
North Carolina, overtaking Wilmington.)
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1768, African Immigrants
Although Africans had been traveling, living,
and mixing among Native Americans in
North Carolina for at least two centuries prior
to the arrival of the first European settlers,
the first documented permanent African
immigrant populations did not appear in
records until Mecklenburg county was
officially formed. 

Mecklenburg County

1830s, Gold Rush
Due to the discovery of gold in North Carolina
at the turn of the 19th century, the Piedmont

region became the site of the first gold rush
in the United States. By the 1830s, small

groups of immigrant miners from England,
Germany, Wales, Scotland, Ireland,

Switzerland, Italy, and France came to region
looking to capitalize off of this economic

opportunity.

Piedmont Region

2000, Census
According to census data, white Americans made
up 55.9% of the population, black Americans
made up 33% of the population, Hispanics made
up 7.8% of the population, while Asians made up
3.7% of the population.
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2000, Population
City population: 540,828; County: 695,454.
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1730s, Three Waves of
Immigrants
Beginning in the 1730s three waves of
immigrants migrated into the Piedmont
region of the Carolinas; the first wave
included mostly Scotch-Irish Presbyterian
and German Lutheran immigrants, the second
wave of immigrants included English, Scotch,
Germans, (French) Huguenots, and Swiss, and
the third wave included mainly English.

Piedmont Region1748-1768, Settlement and
Incorporation of

Mecklenburg County

The actual settling of Mecklenburg county by
permanent home-seekers began about 1748.
Mecklenburg was officially established as a

county on December 11, 1762 and Charlotte
incorporated as a town on November 7, 1768.
(Between 1750s and establishment of county

and city there was increasing conflict
between Native Americans and European

immigrants over land disputes.)

Mecklenburg County

1880-1990, Population
Growth
The overwhelming majority of population
growth in Charlotte and Mecklenburg County
between 1880 and 1990 can be contributed
primarily to interregional migration patterns
of black and white Americans leaving the
rural countryside for the growing Southern
urban center.
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1990s, Population

Not until the 1990s did Asian and Hispanic
populations rise above 1 percent of the

population.
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1880, Population
Town population: 7,084; County: 34,175.
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1990, Population
City population: 395,934; County:
511,433.
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2010, Population
2010 city population: 731,424; county: 919,628
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2010, Census
According to census data, white
Americans made up 45.1% of the
population, black Americans made
up 34.2% of the population,
Hispanics made up 13.1% of the
population, while Asians made up
5.1% of the population.
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